
achieved: successful fundraising for
Phase II of the house restoration pro-
gram, increased membership, strong
educational activity and stimulation of
an effective mix of private and public
events to make Orchard Lawn “the

Living Room of Mineral Point.” The
Society’s first Executive Director was
hired during Kackley’s presidency.
Further, the Kackleys, Jim and Barbe,
were very generous with their gifts and
donations to MPHS. 

Jim Stroschein assumes his new lead-
ership role with a number of accom-
plishments behind him. He was the driv-
ing force behind the two campaigns to
raise nearly $750,000 for the Gundry

House restoration program. As an MPHS
officer, he has chaired committees, edit-
ed the newsletter, presented lyceums,
hosted events and trained volunteers.
His great personal interest in the recre-
ation of the Gundry library resulted in

the room’s return to its docu-
mented Gilded Age elegance. He
is considered to be the resident
authority on “things historic” at
Orchard Lawn.

“In a relatively short time, Jim
Kackley has made incredible
contributions to our quest to
preserve the history and identity
of Mineral Point,” said
Stroschein. “In particular, his
near-heroic efforts to save the
Railroad Depot, and his leader-
ship of the historical society.”
Stroschein continued, “The
Society owes him a debt of grat-
itude for his steadfast support
and generosity, and I am hopeful
that I can lean on him for
advice.”

“This is an exciting time for the organ-
ization,” he said. “In two years, when the
Phase II restoration is complete, we will
have achieved a milestone that our vol-
unteers have dreamed about for 65
years. Orchard Lawn will be a well-
maintained interpretive center, not a
construction project. The Society will be
able to turn its full attention to the gath-
ering and telling of the history of Mineral
Point and our region.”●
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Stroschein Steps Up
Kackley Goals Are Realized

JANUARY– FEBRUARY 2006

Jim Stroschein is the new President
of the Mineral Point Historical
Society, succeeding Jim Kackley,

who retired from the Board of Directors
after completing most of his objectives
for the organization.

At the January 29, 2006
Annual Meeting, Nominating
Committee Chair Peter
Pfotenhauer introduced a slate
that included two recommend-
ed new Board members, Matt
Ostergrant and Steve Scheid,
who were subsequently elected
by the meeting’s membership to
serve three-year terms. The
Board then selected Stroschein
to head the Society for the com-
ing year. Mark Speltz will serve
as Secretary and Nancy
Pfotenhauer will keep the MPHS
financial records as Treasurer.

Retiring board members
Phyllis Bennett, Jeanne Lambin
and Gary Tibbits were recog-
nized for their support of the
Society. 

Jim Kackley, elected as President in
2004, announced that he will retire from
the Board to balance his hefty work
schedule. Kackley has done double duty,
serving as President and Treasurer, and
also chaired the Stewardship Fund com-
mittee during the years he worked to
bring strategic planning and strong
organizational structure to the Society.
Most of the Kackley goals have been

The new Board relaxes in the Gundry House parlor. 
Front row: Frank Beaman, Lucille May, Nancy Pfotenhauer,
Steve Scheid. Back row: Matt Ostergrant, Mark Speltz, 
Jim Stroschein, Allen Schroeder, Peter Pfotenhauer. 
Not pictured: Parmley Harris.



What’s going to be the first step in the restoration? 
The preservation and analysis of evidence. Orchard Lawn is rich because the main block of the house has not been 
gutted and the evidence of prior finishes is, in many cases, intact. The interior spaces of Orchard Lawn will be photographed
in their current condition. Small slices of wood trim in each room will be taken for analysis under a microscope to deter-
mine the historic paint chronology (the colors of paint built up over time). Ceilings and walls will be thoroughly searched
for surviving wallpaper fragments or evidence of stylized painting. Scraps of relevant material (fabrics, carpet, linoleum,
etc.) from all time periods will be saved and catalogued and will become part of the decorative history of the house. 
The opportunity to gather this evidence is fleeting and must be done before the hammers and the crowbars come out. 
The restoration is expected to be completed in 2008. ●
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funds and we could finish the restora-
tion of Orchard Lawn. If we didn’t raise
our half, we’d get nothing.

Two years! Plenty of time! In 1999 we
had only one year to raise the funds for
Phase I. None of us from that group had

major fundraising experience. (I
sold light bulbs door-to-door

as a Cub Scout but nobody
seemed very impressed by
that.) This time I felt ready.

Well, the two years flew
by. Scott Dietrich and I

assembled the materials for
a fundraising booklet and

Kristin Mitchell did a beautiful
design. We had a kick-off party, wined
and dined, and tried to shine. Materials
were sent out to all Phase I donors, soci-
ety members, as many Gundry family
members as Joan Young could find for
us, and anyone else I could think of.
Doug at the post office raised his eye-
brows when I sent packets to Costa
Rica, Paris and Hawaii. 

The campaign wore on. Tsunamis

and Hurricane Katrina did not help
steady the nerves of the former light
bulb salesman. But our members came
through. We received three outstanding
gifts from members of the Gundry fam-
ily. Dean and Jim and Barbe and so
many others were extremely generous.
A man (I still have not met him face-to-
face) saw a story about us in the
Wisconsin State Journal, called me and
donated $10,000. It is a deep honor to
deal with people who care so much. 

Our challenge grant was $155,000.
I’m pleased to say that we raised
$167,610 in gifts and pledges from
117 donors in 18 states. Some of the
sweetest words came from Peggy at the
Jeffris Foundation when she said, “You
have met the terms of the grant. You can
start using the money. Congratulations.” 

Raise your glasses, Mineral Point
Historical Society! Let’s toast Tom Jeffris
and all of you who cared about preserv-
ing a true Mineral Point and Wisconsin
landmark. ●

Opportunity knocked on the front
door at Orchard Lawn, and the
door opened wide.

It started in October of 2003 when Jim
Kackley, Nancy Pfotenhauer, Dean
Connors and I arrived at the Victorian
Treasure Inn in Lodi, Wisconsin
to present our Phase II plans
to the Jeffris Family
Foundation board of
directors. When I asked
our group to show up for a
presentation rehearsal at
Orchard Lawn a few nights
earlier, I thought I noticed a
slight smile from Jim K. I knew Jim
had been through countless proposal
pitches in his business career, and could
recognize a winning approach. But I
wanted everything to be perfect. It was.
Jim, Dean and Nancy performed flaw-
lessly and the next day Tom Jeffris
called me to deliver the good news: Our
proposal was accepted. We had two
years to raise $155,000. If we were suc-
cessful, the foundation would match our

18 States + 117 Donors = $167,610:

Phase II is
“Good to Go!”

By Jim Stroschein, Fundraising Chairman
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Between them, Doris and Tom gave
the students a thorough, engrossing
snapshot of life in the early years at
Orchard Lawn. I followed behind the
groups as they toured, and marveled at
both the expertise of the guides and the
involvement of the students.

In a “Thank You” note from Ms.
Bennett, she included the following:

“Especially intriguing to the students

was the sign room. Peyton Nelson found
in your showcase her grandparents’
wedding picture and newspaper article
(Gib and Audrey Graber), who were
married at the Gundry. She was very
proud to point this out to her peers. The
bedroom quilt with the names was fun,
as many students located family names.
The students were pointing out to me
lots of points of interest in your upstairs
historical room with various collections.
Great reviews came from the students
as they all wanted to tell about what
they liked best.”

And this note came to the office 
separately:

“Dear Mineral Point Historical Society,
I had lots of fun touring the Gundry 
mansion! It is definitely a place I would
recommend to others!
I loved seeing all the rooms and I thought
they were beautiful. Another thing I liked
about the tour was seeing all the furniture
and seeing the old signs upstairs. Thank

you again for letting us
come to the mansion and
for plowing the driveway so
we didn’t get snowy. I had a
great time.
Sincerely, Maggie Grimm
and the 5th grade.”

The day was indeed
snowy, and the young-
sters were asked to leave
their boots and other wet
footwear in the kitchen.
While they toured in
stocking feet, I looked
back at the kitchen floor—
almost totally covered in
little pairs of galoshes,

sneakers, high heels, granny boots, san-
dals, and worn leathers with broken
laces, amid rivulets of melting snow. I
wish I had taken a photo. Maybe it was
just the season, but my heart was
warmed looking at all those shoes and
hearing the chatter and laughter of boys
and girls throughout the house. It might
have been like that for the Gundry clan
at Christmas time. ●

L ifka Bennett’s fifth grade class
knows what “living history”
means. Every year, for at least the

last 17 years, her students at the Mineral
Point Elementary School get to go back
in time, to experience different events
and festivities as they occurred in the
19th Century.

This past year, it was “Christmas in
the 1800s,” and on December 15th, the
53 students and their
chaperones visited the
Gundry House.

On this special enrich-
ment day, the boys and
girls went to school
dressed in the styles of the
1800s and spent the
morning making colonial
and Victorian Christmas
presents and ornaments.
In the afternoon, they
toured the House.

Tour guide for the
group was Doris Schaaf
(high-lighted in an article
on volunteers elsewhere
in this issue). She handled
the large group expertly and kept them
in rapt attention, pointing out significant
details in each room and fielding ques-
tions from the interested young tourists
about the building and the Gundry
Family.

One of the chaperones was Tom
Mielke, dressed in colonial-era formal
black, including top hat. Tom is also a
long-time tour guide at the Gundry
House and added his own special
knowledge about the family history, the
architecture of the building, and some of
the special collections.

A Very Special
Christmas Visit

By Therese Hess, MPHS Director

Above: 5th grade teachers Judy Benish, 
Deb Molle and Lifka Bennett

Right: Students Sydney Pethol and 
Adam Nielsen “go colonial”
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You have a little knowledge
about your family’s roots,
right? And you have a

consuming curiosity, too? Well,
you may be a candidate for a
hobby that has many rewards,
a number of frustrations, aver-
age difficulty and what may
grow to be an overwhelming
expenditure of your time.

The word genealogy is
derived from the Greek, and
means “the study of family histo-
ry and descent.” Millions of people
are engaged in some form of
genealogy. Some want to answer puz-
zling questions like, “Why did Grandma
never speak about her parents?” Others
want to gain a sense of who their ances-
tors were and how they lived. Some
move even further into the hobby and
use intensive research to compile a
book, or join a heritage society.

The time involved depends on the
family, and on your continuing interest.
Here is a quick list, to let you get a taste
of genealogy without great expense. All
you need is a healthy curiosity, a com-
puter, and a few idle hours you’d like to
see turn productive.

1. Gather together everything you have
— papers, photos, documents and
heirlooms — and ask your relatives if
they have anything to add to the pile.

2. Take time to interview family 
members, collect names, dates and 
stories.

4. Seek out actual source data —
census records, wills, birth/mar-
riage/death certificates, land
deeds and abstracts, immigra-
tion records, etc. It’s best to use
anything you find on-line as a
hint or a clue, but not as fact
unless you see the original
source documents.

5. Start a family tree chart and
use other genealogical forms,
to nudge the pieces into
place.

6. Organize everything. Take notes,
make copies. Save and date it all!

7. Visit places where your family lived,
and check courthouses, cemeteries
and churches for information.
Document everything as you go, and
take photographs.

8. When you’ve gone as far as you can
go, return to step 3 (pick a single sur-
name) and pick another single sur-
name, and mount another search
with the new focus.

9. Remember, when it isn’t fun any-
more, put all the stuff you’ve collect-
ed in a box in the attic. It may be use-
ful in the future, when someone else
decides to climb your family tree. ●

Try the largest Internet site, Ancestry.com, for
loads of information and frequent updates. 
If you are hooked on genealogy, and take every-
thing they offer, plan to spend about $200 
a year -- still not really a pricey hobby!

Get Started
in Genealogy

3. Select a single surname, an individ-
ual, to begin more advanced
research. And use that focus as you
visit genealogical sites. The Mineral
Point Room, part of the public library,
is a valuable resource; 60 percent of
the work they do for the public is in
the area of genealogy. Historical
Societies and Museums are offering
on-line access to family and commu-
nity references. And, of course, the
Internet holds an almost-infinite
number of websites. (Just “googling”
your family name is an adventure.)
Clicking on “genealogy” gets you
addresses that allow you to search by
pulling up available information from
pedigree databases, message boards
and other resources. Don’t trust
everything you see, however!
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They tracked down building-owner
Glanzer, who told them he was uncom-
fortable with long-range negotiating by
telephone. The now-determined
Dickinsons then threw a few belongings
into the back of their pick-up truck, and
moved into a small apartment in
Mineral Point in January 2005. But it was
two more months before Harvey finally
pushed a slip of paper across a table,

with a sale price. Joe wrote down anoth-
er figure. They met somewhere in the
middle.

The sale, and subsequent financing,
are a tribute to a cooperative effort by
the seller, the buyers, the bank, the
office of Economic Development and
the City Council. Everyone wanted to
see the old hotel come back to life. 

It will, and soon. During a January
tour of the Walker House, Joe told me
they plan to open the restaurant, the
striking Pub Room, and the guest quar-
ters during the Summer of 2006. Before
walking around in the rooms, I would
have thought that an opening in a few

months would be an impossibility.
However, the building is in remarkably
good condition. The Dickinsons were
working in the big kitchen on the day I
visited, and they pointed out that “every-
thing works.” There are rooms filled
with tables, chairs, china, silverware
and linens. The guest rooms are fur-
nished with items brought in during the
years Harvey ran the hotel. The damage

from roof leaks and vandal-
ism will be repaired, and
rumors about mold and other
severe problems simply
proved false — most of the
rooms don’t even show
cracks in the plaster!

The heating and cooling
system will be revamped “to
make you comfortable with-
out knowing why.” The music
in the Pub will be comput-
er/audio streamed from
Dublin, and live music will be
featured. Cornwall’s influence
will be expressed with Joe’s
collection of horse brasses
and other decorating touches,
but “it won’t be a museum.”

History is important to the
Dickinsons, and they spend a significant
part of their work days in research, to
“do it right.” The couple puts it this way:
“We came to Mineral Point because we
wanted to step off the four-lane highway
and come back to a small town.” And
when their project is lovingly completed,
“You’ll think you stepped back in time.”

What about the storied ghosts — as
many as 22 of them? “There are no mali-
cious spirits in this place,” say the
Dickinsons, “but instead we feel a lot of
positive energy here.” And, “If there are
ghosts in the Walker House, they want it
to open up again, so they’ll have some
company.” ●

Picking this month’s winner in the
MPHS “Way to Go!” competition
was an easy task — we simply

marked the event that is “the talk of the
town:” the sale of the historic Walker
House to Joe and Sue Dickinson. 

Built in three stages as the Mineral
Point Hotel, the old stone building
stretches along the bluffs behind Water
Street, nestling into the hillside to sur-
round the hotel’s guests with
Wisconsin’s natural wonders.
One of the state’s best-known
resorts in its heyday, the
Walker House brought visitors
to Mineral Point from the
1850s, when William Walker
switched his livelihood from
groceries to inn-keeping. The
hotel has been vacant since
1994, a victim of changing
times, but Harvey Glanzer
maintained its rooms with
great affection for both the
structure and its history.

Enter the Dickinsons. Sue,
a Janesville native, worked in
data processing. Joe, born in
Rockford, specialized in
large-scale electronics and
ergonomic design for business offices.
They had lived in Washington for 26
years, and began to talk about a move
into the lodging industry four years ago
when they investigated the purchase of
a hotel in the Cascade Mountains. 

A friend in Rockford tipped them off to
the possibilities at the Walker House,
and Joe drove up for a look at the build-
ing two years ago. He liked what he saw.
Sue was less impressed. “It’s just a big
warehouse,” she said, “and I thought Joe
was crazy.” But when she walked
through the hotel, her attitude changed
to enthusiasm. “The place jumped into
my heart,” she said.

“Way to Go!” a No-Brainer:
Walker House Revival

By Frank Beaman
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As I said at our recent annual meeting, 2005 was another
very strong year for the Mineral Point Historical Society.
What I’m most pleased about is that Orchard Lawn is

rapidly becoming what we all hoped —The Living Room of
Mineral Point.

I’m delighted that last year the house and grounds were used
to a greater extent than ever before. We had weddings, reunions,
anniversaries, church picnics, rehearsal dinners, receptions, civic dinners, con-
ferences and much more. We had band concerts, Jammin’ on the Porch, Poe
nights, a Valentine’s Day reception, and the kickoff gala for our Phase II
Restoration. We had individual tours, bus tours, and school groups.

As great as all these were, what I enjoyed most was driving by Orchard lawn
and seeing family picnics, couples enjoying a glass of wine in the gazebo, or
lounging on the porch, or just strolling through the grounds.

We continued our strong efforts in education, our principal mission. We held
lyceums, meetings with the Wisconsin Historical Society Board, and exhibits,
including our new exhibit, The Signs of Mineral Point. Our newsletter has been
greatly expanded and is now a major part of our education mission.

We successfully completed our Phase II fund-raising campaign and are now
poised to complete the house and grounds restoration over the next two years.

All in all it was a wonderful year. I expect 2006 will be even better,
Jim Stroschein has succeeded me as President of the Society, and I’m delight-

ed. Jim has been the “spiritual leader” of the Society for several years and has the 
passion and background to effectively lead the Society in the years to come.

I close by thanking all of our great volunteers for a marvelous effort in 2005 as
well as Therese Hess, our Executive Director. And to Dean Connors — my 
admiration is unceasing! Thanks for all you’ve done to make us what we are. ●

MPHS Store a Success
Despite some rough treatment by Wisconsin’s winter weather, the MPHS

Christmas Store on High Street proved a worthwhile project. While sales
could not exactly be called “brisk,” the shop welcomed a good number of cus-
tomers, created lively conversation about history and the Society, and brought
about $1,000 to the cash box.

In a cooperative effort with the Bohlin Gallery and Long Branch Gallery, our 
volunteers, Nancy Pfotenhauer, Therese Hess, Frank & Sandee Beaman, and
Mark Speltz offered books, Fernekes’ note cards, photo cards, pewter Pointer
dogs, art work and a variety of items from Orchard Lawn storage. We sold sever-
al copies of the invaluable History of Iowa County, Wisconsin 1881. And there was
great interest in vintage photographs from the MPHS collections, printed by Phil
Mrozinski and framed by Scott Dietrich.

Out on the snowy streets, a belligerent Ebeneezer Scrooge, a/k/a Roland
Sardeson, pushed passersby in our direction, promising a glimpse into local 
history.

The general feeling was that the small-scale experiment in retailing was worth-
while. We moved some of our storehouse of materials from the Gundry House
closets and attic into the hands of our neighbors. Most important, however, we
advanced the idea that history — local history — is a great way to stuff the holiday
stocking. ●

Notes
from the President

By Jim Kackley, President, Mineral Point Historical Society

MPHS Lyceums
The Wisconsin Glacier
and the Driftless Region
At the MPHS Annual Meeting on
January 29, 2006, UW-Madison history
professor emeritus and noted author
Norman Risjord traced the path of the
Wisconsin glacier and its impact on the
Badger State, explaining why the ice
bypassed the Lead Region.

Want to know more? Read Prof.
Risjord’s 1995 book, Wisconsin: The
Story of the Badger State.

Native American Rock
Art in Southwest Wisc.
Dave Lowe, of Prairie Hawk in
Dodgeville, conducted field surveys in
the fields of Iowa County and in 20
years single-handedly moved the total
of verified Rock Art Sites from just 17
to almost 100. Lowe will put his dis-
coveries into context, and describe the
reactions of landowners when he sur-
prises them by telling them they have
ancient artwork on land they’ve lived
on for generations.

After his presentation, Lowe invites
members of the audience to bring him
any locally-found Native American
artifacts (spear points, pottery shards,
etc.) for his opinion on origin.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2006, at 
2 p.m. at the ALLIANT CONFER-
ENCE ROOM
(NOTE the location—enter from Bus. 151
near the intersection of Bus. 151 and
Shake Rag St.)

Mineral Pointers Remember
This is the third year for this event,
back by popular demand — a panel
discussion with three long-time
Mineral Point residents. This year’s
panel will include George & Iva
Bechtel and Bob Regan, who will
recall days when the train whistles
blew, kids swam in Shake Rag Lake
and threshing bees were held in the
farm fields. Join us for an enjoyable
look back in time!

SUNDAY, MARCH 19, 2006, at 2 p.m.
in the parlor at ORCHARD LAWN
MPHS Lyceums are presented without charge,
as part of the Society’s educational program.
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Membership Form
January 1, 2006 to December 31, 2006

All members receive the newsletter 
and free tours of Orchard Lawn.

Please check one:

Individual ($15.00)

Family ($25.00)

Supporting ($50.00)

Sponsor ($100.00)

Patron ($500.00) 

Benefactor ($1,000.00)

Additional Contribution $___________

Name:

Address:

City:

State: Zip:

E-mail:

Make checks payable to the 
Mineral Point Historical Society 

and return this form to:

Mineral Point Historical Society
P.O. Box 188

Mineral Point, WI 53565

✄

Happy New Year, Readers! It looks like 2006 will be another
exciting and productive year for our Historical Society.
Phase II of our Restoration Plan is already underway, as

explained in Jim Stroschein’s fine article on Page 2 of this newslet-
ter. We have many new members, thanks to our Fall Membership
Campaign which exceeded prior years in both number of members
and total funds raised. And, best of all, several of you responded to
our call for volunteer help at Orchard Lawn.

Later in the Spring, we will have an orientation for all volunteers, new and return-
ing, to get acquainted and learn the details of various volunteer positions.

Because we will have a longer tour season this year than last, we especially need
volunteers to guide visitors through the Gundry House on weekends, from mid-May
to mid-October. If you can spare just one three-hour block of time, once a month,
please consider becoming an Orchard Lawn Tour Guide. Special training will be
provided, and all guides receive a guidebook to help remember and relate the inter-
esting history, architecture, and anecdotes associated with the Gundry House.

There are all kinds of other volunteer opportunities, too, depending on your inter-
ests and expertise — indoor or outdoor, labor intensive or hi-tech, rote or creative,
one-time or on-going — the list is long and can expand as we learn about your tal-
ents and available time, and match them to our needs and future plans. Just call or
email us if you can help, and we will respond with assignments and gratitude.

Most people volunteer simply because it feels good to help others. Even so, the
MPHS offers some additional benefits: free membership for 15 hours of service; 10
percent off on rentals and gift shop items for 50 hours of service; and a copy of the
limited-edition biography of Joseph Gundry for 100 hours of service. Finally, after the
close of the tour season in October, there will be a special, first-annual, Volunteer
Recognition Event where we can celebrate the combined efforts of all who help
make the Gundry House “The Living Room of Mineral Point.” ●

Our Volunteers
Generosity is the element that makes non-profit organizations succeed. You often

hear about the gift of treasure, but we sometimes fail to recognize an equally
important gift: the gift of time. So, in this and future issues of the newsletter, we pay
tribute to our cherished volunteers, beginning with Doris Schaaf, a longtime sup-
porter of Orchard Lawn.

Doris has always loved history; it was her favorite subject in school. She also likes
to be with other people, talking and exchanging information. Small
wonder, then, that she has become a regular, frequent, volunteer
tour guide at the Gundry House.

Doris has been welcoming tourists at Orchard Lawn and sharing
her expertise about the house and grounds with them since 2001,
when she responded to a request for volunteers made at her former
workplace, Alliant Energy. But, she says, she has always, “for as

long as I can remember,” been a member of the Mineral Point Historical Society.
When asked if she volunteered in any other capacity at Orchard Lawn, she said,

“No, but I help with everything everywhere else. Anytime anybody asks. I just like to
help.” She said she would never turn down a request for help, especially from MPHS,
even if it meant altering her own plans.

Although retired from Alliant since 1989, Doris continues to take advantage of the
company’s matching gifts program. Over the years, she has donated money as well
as time to MPHS, and Alliant matches her gifts, dollar for dollar, and dollar for hour
of volunteer service.

Doris is, herself, a true gift to our Society. Thank you, Doris. ●

From the Director
By Therese Hess, Executive Director, Mineral Point Historical Society
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P.O. Box 188 • 234 Madison Street
Mineral Point, WI 53565

Phone: 608.987.2884
Email: mphistory@mhtc.net

Hold Your Wedding
at Orchard Lawn

Contact the MPHS to start your planning.

From the MPHS Photo Collection
This storefront at historic 220-229 High Street has a great history. Built in
1892, as monumentally noted on the building’s pediment, this has been
the location for a downtown grocery store for many generations. The
photo of the folks out front on the boardwalk was taken in 1894, but most
of us remember the building as the more recent home of Point IGA, under
Jeff Basting’s ownership. Today, it houses the Johnson & Block account-
ing firm. By the way, we checked into the local figures, comparing 2006
with 114 years ago, and the sales of Oysters are waaaaaay down.

Yep, It’s the Penhallegon Store
We’ve had plenty of reaction to our vintage photo

of the dry goods store, first run six months ago. We
heard from former MPHS stalwart George Bechtel,
of Madison,
that “the W.J.
Penhallegon
store was
three floors
of wonder, as
attractive in
its day as the
eight floors
of Marshall Field’s on State Street in Chicago.”  

Bechtel also told us, in his “fan letter” on the
December newsletter, “I have notes and personal
memory of the eleven men who saved the Gundry
mansion. Though not blessed with a lot of money,
they managed to raise barely enough to stop the
wreckers. The group included a dentist, a lawyer, a
junk dealer and the Pendarvis boys. They had just
one objective: to save a significant bit of the old
town.” He went on, “The founders of the Historical
Society would feel very proud of what you, the ‘new
natives,’ are accomplishing.”

That’s the kind of feedback that puts a little extra
spring in a newsletter editor’s step!
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